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Iowa       
Association 
Of Building      
Officials Newsletter 
(In memory of Chuck Thomas, beloved friend and member) 

September 11, 2014 
Iowa Department of Public Safety 
215 E 7th St, Des Moines, IA 50319 
Conference Room 125 

    Agenda            
8:30 Registration/Continental Breakfast 
9:00 Welcome – Cody Christensen, Roll Call and Introductions 

 Approval of July 2014 Minutes 
9:15-10:15 Communications and Board Reports  
 Correspondence Received  
 Treasurer’s Report 
 State Building Code Bureau Report  
 Iowa Department of Public Health Report  

 
  Committee Reports 
  Legislative: Education:  Membership:  Scholarship: 
  Program:  Code Development: Endorsement: Audit: Nominating: 
10:15-10:30 Break 
10:30 –11:00 Regional Reports 
 Region III - Code Development / Education / Public Relations 
 ICC –  
 Eastern – EICBIC  
 Central – MICCC 
 Old Business – ABM – IABO Scholarship  
 New Business –  

11:00 – 12:00 Presentation /Tour – Tour an existing building that’s incorporating Net Zero design elements. 

 12:00    Adjourn 

 

IABO 2014 Officers 
President:  Cody Christensen   515-283-4989  - Deputy Building Official – Des Moines 
1st Vice President: Mike Pardekooper   515-309-9457  - Building Official – Pleasant Hill 
2nd Vice President: Roger Schemmel  515-331-6782  - Associate Building Official– Urbandale 
Secretary:  Tim Hennes  319-356-5122 - Senior Building Inspector – Iowa City 
Treasurer:  Adam Fedders  712-722-0761  - Code Enforcement Director – Sioux Center 
Past President:  Tom Palmer    319-626-5736 – Building Official– North Liberty

In this Issue: 
* Meeting Location & Agenda 
* Presidents Message 
* May 2014 Minutes 
* Committee Member List 
*   
* WebSite statistics  
 
** CEU’s will be provided for 
attending chapter meetings! 
 

“Setting the Standard for Building Safety” 
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President’s Message 
IABO Members, 
As the summer comes to a close and kids head back to school, California’s Napa Valley is shaken by a 6.0 
magnitude earthquake.  In times like this, many people focus on the total dollar amounts of damage or the 
number of injuries caused by such an event.  As code officials, we tend to look at it from another perspective, 
how much worse it could have been had construction standards not been part of the development process.  
Following events like this, I reflect on the importance of our role as code officials.  Natural disasters test our 
programs like nothing else.  When put to such extreme tests, it is important to remind ourselves that what we do 
significantly reduces the impacts natural disasters have in our jurisdictions.  This message is often left in the 
shadows of other more politically charged topics, or is taken for granted.  Keep this in mind as you go about your 
daily business and try to promote the importance of what to those we protect.  Should anyone need a reminder of 
the difference we make as code officials, take a few minutes to search the internet for impacts of the 2010 
earthquake in Haiti and compare them to California’s Napa Valley. 
Cody Christensen 

 
 
by Cody Christensen 
 
IABO Members, 
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Minutes:  July 10, 2014 
Meeting at Iowa Department of Public Safety  

 
Introductions and Roll call: 
President Cody Christensen called the meeting to order at approximately 9:00 AM  

Board Members present were Cody Christensen, Roger Schemmel, Tim Hennes and absent were Adam 
Fedders, Mike Pardekooper and Tom Palmer. A count of three board members and more than 15 members 
was taken to determine there was a quorum. 

Approval of July meeting minutes  
Review minutes of the July 2014 IABO Chapter Meeting.  
A motion was made by Keith Rash and seconded by Jared Ruby to approve the minutes . Motion passed.  
 
Communications and Correspondence 
 
- Dan Wood, Department of Public Safety nominated Brain Bishop for ICC Code Official of the Year.  

Cody Christensen sent a letter of support to the ICC nominating committee.  
 
Treasure’s Report. 
Adam Fedders was not present but sent the Treasure report that shows $4,030.00 income and $8.34 expences 
in May which leaves a current book balance of $39,577.94. Report was passed around for members to review 
and motion for approval after the State Building Code Bureau update. 
 
  
State Building Code Bureau 
Brian Bishop reported that Rich Bolton was named Acting Building Code Commissioner and Ljerka 
Vasiljevic was named Deputy Building Code Commissioner. 
Rich Bolton introduced himself and expressed importance of the State of Iowa and IABO discussing issues 
collaboratively and hopes the state can continue being an asset to the IABO organization. 
Brian reported that through a partnership with ICC and the Building Code Advisory Council copies of the 
2015 I Codes will be reviewed with the intent of adoption on January 1, 2015 or within the first quarter of 
2015.  The Council will be reviewing the IBC, IFC and IRC for adoption.  
Staff is starting to review the documents with the hopes of getting it to the Building Code Council in 
September.   
The Department of Public Health (DPH) is moving toward adoption of the 2012 International Mechanical 
Code with very few amendments. The Fire Marshal’s office is involved making sure there were no conflicts 
with the current Iowa law such as healthcare occupancies, referencing ASHREA 62.1 for ventilation and a 
few other things.  The adoption date should be within the next couple weeks. 
It was asked if the DPH would honor the state statute that requires adoption of the newest mechanical code 
within 6 months after publication. Brian replied that after talking to legislators that it might not be realistic to 
get it adopted within 6 months but would expect it to be adopted within 1 year of the publication date.  
 
A motion was made by Steve Richardson and seconded by Denny Bernholtz to approve the Treasure Report . 
Motion passed. 
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Iowa Department of Public Health Report 
This update was covered in Brian Bishops update. 
 
Hawkeye State Fire SafetyAssociation: 
Jim thatcher, Kurt Westhoff and Orey Schwitzer, representing the Hawkeye State Fire Safety Association 
invited IABO members to a September seminar on Legal Aspects of Code Enforcement and to the annual 
four day Hawkeye State Fire Safety Association seminars in October.  
Jim stated the HSFSA Board discussed the lack of a permanent state Building Code Commissioner with a 
qualified person and voted unanimously to pursue reestablishment of that permanent position. HSFSA is 
looking to IABO to answer two questions: Does IABO agree the State of Iowa needs a permanent Building 
Code Official position with a qualified person and if so what role does IABO want to take?  Jim went on to 
say, HSFSA does not necessarily have to lead this pursuit but at the same time is willing to lead if IABO 
doesn’t want to take the lead role. Also, Jim noted that other organizations would need to be involved, such as 
the architects and Home Builders Association.  
Kurt stated that state trade licensing (later clarified as fire suppression licensing) issues are part of the 
motivation that lead their association to pursue this issue. Kurt mentioned that his department has had to take 
on additional inspections on group homes that the state can’t do anymore and is disappointed on how that was 
delivered to the fire service because they had no say in how it was implemented. Kurt stated that he thought 
the collectively we could achieve the goal of getting a permanent Building Code Official. 
Orey reiterated Jim and Kurt’s comments. 
Jim concluded by explaining what happened in Cedar Rapids with the Building Official position and how 
important the position is and hopes we can convince the State of Iowa how important the position is and get 
the State Building Code Commissioner position filled with a permanent qualified person. 
Rich Bolten, Acting Building Code Commissioner, explained the Fire Marshal’s office is divided into 
different bureaus and most of the issues mentioned by HSFSA would have come from the Fire Protection 
Bureau. The Building Code Bureau doesn’t have any say over group homes.  The Building Code Bureau 
looks at schools because the Department of Education’s statute states review and inspections will be done at 
the local or state level and if there is no local review or inspections it will be done at the state level. It’s been 
determined that since some communities have hired full time fire chiefs and/or fire marshals and are doing 
their own plan reviews, it became a work load issue for the Fire Protection Bureau.  Rich stated some 
communities have asked permission from the Fire Prevention Bureau to do their own inspections and the Fire 
Marshal offered the opportunity to review and inspect.  
Brian Bishop explained the state is in the process of updating the list of jurisdictions that have been approved 
to review and inspect these types of projects. 
Steve Richardson asked if HSFSA had a website that IABO could link to start cross communication. Steve 
suggested starting with the co-chairs of the Justice Appropriations Committee because they control what the 
house and senate budget says and suggested to try to reach a compromise between the two. Also, local 
legislatures should be approached for support. 
Rich suggested starting with Department of Public Safety Commissioner or Jeff Quigle, State Fire Marshal, to 
see what their position is on this issue. They will have knowledge of what’s going on internally and might be 
able to give an answer that will satisfy any questions before taking it to a more extensive process.  If you 
don’t get a satisfactory answer from them the topic can be discussed with legislators. 
Roger Schemmel agreed communicate with HSFSA to set some direction on this topic and report back at the 
next meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Reports 
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Legislative – No report.  There was brief discussion on possibly developing a plan to start working toward a 
minimum state wide building code similar to the electrical and energy codes.  
 
Education – Bob Hendricks is discussing with engineers to coordinate a soils education sometime in the fall 
after every ones workloads lessens.  
 
Membership  – No report 
 
Scholarship – No report 
 
Program – Next meeting will be at Iowa Department of Public Safety.  Speaker not known at this time. Cody 
Christensen   stated Des Moines could possibly offer job site tours.  
Keith Rash mentioned that MICCC is in support of NEC training in January 2015. 
 
Code Development – Committee did review the proposed amendments to the 2014 NEC and did speak in 
support of the amendments at the last Electrical Board meeting.  The official public comment will be on 
August 12, 2014.  
 
Endorsement– No report 
 
Audit– no report 
 
Nomination– No report 
 
Break  
(After break the July minutes were approved after a friendly reminder from Jeff Junker.)  
 
Region III Report –  No report 
 
ICC Report – No report 

 
Eastern (EICBIC) –  No report  
 
Central (MICCC) – Keith Rash mentioned they discussed the new inspection portal with Mid American 
Energy. Brian Bishop mentioned the will be partnering with NFPA for NEC training in January. 
 
 
Old Business -  None 
 
New Business – Discussion on attending the International Code Council 2014 Annual Conference, Public 
Comment Hearings on the 2015 International Green Construction Codes and Expo September 28 – October 4, 
in Fort Lauderdale, FL. 
A motion was made by Roger Schemmel and seconded by Marsh Augenstein to have IABO pay for ICC 
Annual Conference attendee’s shirts. An amendment to the motion was offered and accepted to offer shirts to 
non-ICC Annual Conference attendee’s shirts at a minimal cost. Motioned passed. 
Cody reminded members that IABO has funds to help support travel for members whose budget wouldn’t 
fully fund travel to the Annual Business Meeting. Funding consist of allocating $5,000, to be divided equally 
to all members who apply for funding.  In order to be eligible for the monetary support an application would 
be required of the attendee prior to attending the conference. 
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Cody Christensen stated that anyone interested in volunteering to get pins that would represent IABO to hand 
out at the annual conference to contact Tim Hennes. 
 
Roger Schemmel stated he would work on making the membership list available on the website.  
 
Presentation / Tour 
Cody Christensen explained issues faced and the resulting difficulties the neighboring buildings had 
experienced following the Younkers Building fire.  Cody invited members to view, from neighboring 
properties, the building that was destroyed by fire and that is being demolished and the damaged neighboring 
buildings. 
 
Following the presentation a motion for the meeting to adjourn was made by Steve Richardson and seconded 
by Jared Ruby. Motion passed.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:19 
 
Respectfully submitted by IABO Secretary Tim Hennes 
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2014 Committee Member List  

Tom Palmer City of North Liberty Jerry Byers - Chair City of Pella - Chair

Brian Bishop State of Iowa Tim Hennes City of Iowa City

Jeff Junker City of Ankeny Craig Witry City of Cedar Falls

Maurice Dudney City of Urbandale

Tim Hennes City of Iowa City

Jeff Harden City of Altoona Cody Christensen City of Des Moines

Mike Pardekooper City of Pleasant Hill

Sean Devlin City of Des Moines

Eastern Iowa

Tim Hennes City of Iowa City

Tom Palmer City of North Liberty

Central Iowa

Roger Schemmel City of Urbandale

Mike Pardekooper City of Pleasant Hill Mike Pardekooper City of Pleasant Hill

Bob Hendricks City of Winterset Jeff Junker City of Ankeny

Adam Fedders City of Sioux Center

Rick Parrino Plum Building Systems, LLC

Mike Pardekooper City of Pleasant Hill

Cody Christiansen City of Des Moines Taylor Matteson City of Manchester

Tim Crabb East Central Intergovernmental Assoc. Shelly Bernholtz - Chair Safe Building Compliance & Technology

Jason Etnyre City of Algona Jerry Byers City of Pella

Ron Hoover City of Marion Jeff Harden City of Altoona

Ed Higgins City of Boone Rich Russell City of Dubuque

Jeff Harden City of Altoona Mike Bruce City of Creston

Steve Richardson McKeon Door Company

Adam Fedders City of Sioux Center

Roger Schemmel City of Urbandale Brian Bishop State of Iowa

Rick Parrino Plum Building Systems

Denny Bernholtz Safe Building Compliance & Technology

Bob Hendricks City of Winterset

Craig Witry City of Cedar Falls

Nominating Committee 

Scholarship Committee

Audit Committee

Membership Committee

Endorsement Committee

Region III Committees

Legislative Committee

Education Committee

Code Development Committee

Program Committee
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Contact a Board Member if there is a Committee that intrests you! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Construction Exam Center Certification Training 

 
Will be back again this Fall November 3rd thru the 7th. 

 
http://www.constructionexam.com/inspector/ 

 

 
 

 
iabo.net WebSite Page Activity 

________________________________________ 
Registered Users: 67 

 
Meeting Schedule:   

1053 total hits, 287 in the last 60 days  
 

Membership Information & Application:  
887 total hits, 322 in the last 60 days 

 
Scholarship Information & Application:  
656 total hits with 199 in the last 60 days 

 
I-Codes Available to View for Free on ICC Website:  

521total hits with 191 in the last 60 days 
 

Construction Exam Center Certification Training:  
405 total hits with 136 in the last 60 days 

 
 

http://www.constructionexam.com/inspector/

	Association

